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A Critic of Calvinism Speaks 


“The early protestant congregations were but half emancipated from 
superstition, and shrank from pressing their doctrines to extremes; and half 
measures meant half-heartedness, convictions which were half convictions, 
and truth with an alloy of falsehood. Half measures, however, could 
not quench the bonfires of Philip of Spain. ... The Reformers required 
a position more sharply defined and a sterner leader, and that leader 
they found in John Calvin. . . . For hard times hard men are needed, 
and intellects which can pierce to the roots where truth and lies part 
company. It fares ill with the soldiers of religion when ‘the accursed thing’ 
is in the camp. And this is to be said of Calvin, that so far as the state of 
knowledge permitted, no eye could have detected more keenly the unsound 
spots in the creed of the Church, nor was there a Reformer in Europe 
so resolute to exercise, tear out and destroy what was distinctly false. . . 
so resolute to establish what was true in its place and make Truth, to the 


last fibre of it, the rule of practical life.” 


J. A. Froupz, CALVINISM 
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BDITORIAL 


Peripheral Christianity 


The great weakness of contemporary Prot- 
estantism is its obsession with the periphery 
of Christianity, maintaining many spokes to 
the wheel and emphasizing the rim of Chris- 
tian activity while neglecting the hub of the 
Christian faith itself. 


We are all familiar with the ancient Indian 
rope trick in which the fakir throws a rope 
high in the air, (behind some convenient cover- 
ing), and later climbs up out of sight. 


This fakir has nothing on much to be seen 
in modern Protestantism. The writer has been 
carefully reading the voluminous daily reports 
of Religious News Service, averaging some 20 
pages of religious news at home and abroad. 
After weeks of such study it is depressingly 
obvious that much of the activity in contem- 
porary Church life is at the periphery — around 
the rim of the wheel — with these activities 
delineated by the spokes of innumerable coun- 
cils, commissions, committees, organizations, 
ad multiplicity. 


But in so much of this the hub is entirely 
absent. There seems to be almost an obsession 
against any reference to the content of Christian 
truth. As long as an individual or a congrega- 
tion or a denomination is active the basis and 
source of that activity seems to be of minor 
importance. 


Last Summer one of the most publicized 
young ministers of our time preached in one 
of New York’s most famous pulpits. (He has 
now left the ministry). A friend of the writer, 
a discerning woman not given to a spirit of 
criticism, heard this man preach and later re- 
marked: “He said nothing the most beautifully 
I have ever heard it said.” 


Is not the Church in the gravest danger of 
saying nothing beautifully? Unless the redeem- 
ing love of God is presented in the person and 
work of the Lord Jesus Christ what is there to 
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preach? Unless the Christ who is preached is 
the Christ of the Scriptures who is there to be 
preached? And unless man’s sinful and lost con- 
dition and Christ’s redeeming and keeping work 
are stressed why preach at all? 

In our obsession with the peripheral things 
of Christianity we cater to the pride and rest- 
less energies of the flesh while we suppress the 
one thing without which any activity becomes 
so much beating of the air. This is not to say 
that Christianity does not have its periphery. 
Without the outward living of the Christian 
faith it becomes a mockery. A wheel consisting 
solely of a hub is a caricature. A hub with spokes 
alone will wobble and disintegrate. A wheel 
is a perfected combination of hub, spokes, and 
rim. The trouble with so much of Protestant- 
ism today is that we emphasize the spokes or 
organization and the rim activities while we 
carefully refrain from looking at the hub of 
Christian doctrine from which and by which 
alone Christianity becomes effective; and all 
because it is “controversial” to affirm the con- 
tent of the Christian faith itself. 


Little wonder that so many Church-sponsored 
activities are fruitless! Little wonder that the 
average church member has not the ability to 
give a reason for the faith he professes! Little 
wonder the Church makes such a limited im- 
pact on the world as a whole. The reason is 
that Christians, the real representatives of Chris- 
tianity in the daily grind of world affairs, have 
never been indoctrinated with the Christian 
faith. In this one particular we could well 
take a lesson from Communists — they are 
thoroughly indoctrinated in their hellish phil- 
osophy. 

It should be an obvious fact that no wheel 
can be strong or effective without a sturdy hub. 
With equal forcefulness it can be demonstrated 
there can never be a truly strong Church with- 
out an intelligent doctrinal faith as the basis 
from which will flow effective Christian living. 
But it is an inescapable fact that Protestantism 
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eschews the strong meat of Christian doctrine 
because it is “divisive” and we seek a unity of 
organization and activity based on a willing- 
ness to play down Christian doctrines upon 
which the Christian faith must be built if it is 
to be translated into true Christian living. 


“Saying nothing beautifully,” or living our 
lives individually or corporately without the 
presence and power of the risen Saviour, is a 
travesty on Christianity. 


Nothing could possibly mean as much to the 
Church as a return to the Holy Scriptures as 
the basis for ail of our preaching, teaching and 
living. Study books, programs, etc., about the 
Bible should be dropped in favor of intensive 
study of the Bible itself. In this there would 
be far less of human wisdom and much fewer 
programs of reformation, but it would eventu- 
ate in far more lives influenced by the Holy 
Spirit and transformed by the living Christ — 
and these transformed lives would do more to 
evangelize the world than all of the present 
peripheral activities of the Church put together. 


For a change let us go back to the hub of 
Christian doctrine and begin building the wheel 
of Christian faith, organization and program 
squarely on that hub. 


—L.N.B. 





The Seal of Scholarship 


We marvel at and glory in intellectual bril- 
liance. We honor every achievement of the 
scholar and scientist. In the medical profession, 
in which we were active for forty years, we were 
continually profited by and used advances in 
drugs, techniques, equipment and procedures 
which came with startling and increasing tempo. 


For all of these we were and are profoundly 
thankful. 


However, scholarship is never absolute. No 
matter to what heights the mind may go in 
philosophical study or in scientific achievement 
it has never and can never be perfect, nor can 
it be complete. While phases of learning are 
true, their scope is limited. It must therefore 
be admitted that human understanding and 
achievement carry with them the limitations of 
the finite — they are never infinite. 


What then is the seal of true scholarship? 
Regardless of the field of research or endeavor, 
a scholarship which begins with a recognition 
of and responsibility to God is scholarship at 
its best. A reverential trust in God is the very 
beginning of wisdom and to either question or 
reject the God of the universe may be compared 
to a man entering a library to discover the wis- 
dom to be found there while denying the ex- 
istence or authority of the authors whose books 
he studies. 


By the works of creation God has made it 
possible for every man on the earth to come to 
a speculative knowledge of His presence, power 
and sustaining grace. Through the written and 
Living Word He has made it possible for us 
to know His attributes of love, mercy, justice 
and holiness. Therefore we are without excuse 
if we fail to recognize Him as the Sovereign 
God, the Saviour of our souls and the Lord of 
life. 


Writing to the Roman Christians Paul says: 
“Because that which may be known of God 1s 
manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto 
them. For the invisible things of him from 
the creation of the world are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made, even 
his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are 
without excuse:” (Romans 1:19-20) 


“é 


In his letter to the Colossians he says: “. . . 
the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of 
Christ; in whom are hid all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge. And this I say, lest 
any man should beguile you with enticing 
words.” (Col. 2:2b-4) 


We live in a time when man’s faith is being 
led astray through all kinds of enticing words; 
when even in the field of religion a concept 
of God, of Christ and of man is being propa- 
gated which has little in common with the bibli- 
cal revelation. 


Furthermore, as marvelous as are the discov- 
eries of science, and as potent as they are for 
constructive living (or self destruction) , all that 
has been or will yet be discovered is not only 
relative but is infinitesimal in the light of the 
Sovereign God of the universe. Little wonder 
that the psalmist, speaking of the arrogance and 
presumption of rebellious man, says: “He that 
sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord 
shall have them in derision. . . . Kiss the Son, 
lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, 
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when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed 
are all they that put their trust in him.” (Ps. 
2: 4 and 12). 


All of which leads us to affirm that the final 
authority for man is not to be centered in 
either the philosophical conclusions or the sci- 
entific discoveries of man but rather in the 
inspired truths of divine revelation. John Cal- 
vin, in his Institutes of the Christian Religion, 
speaking of man’s attempts to reason himself 
to faith, wrote: the testimony of the 
Spirit is superior to all reason.” 


This is a humbling conclusion. We prefer 
to reason ourselves into an acceptable faith. We 
are glad to accept the reasoning of others. But 
God honors an humble and contrite heart and 
gives grace to him whose mind, heart and 
will are open to and submissive to His most 
Holy Spirit. 


Paul, warning against a pseudo-intellectualism 
abroad at that time (and still with us today), 
wrote to his spiritual son, Timothy: “O Tim- 
othy, guard most carefully your divine commis- 
ston. Avoid the Godless mixture of contradictory 
notions which is falsely known as ‘knowledge’— 
some have followed it and lost their faith” (I 
Tim. 6:20-21, Phillips) 


Within the limits of human achievement the 
highest scholarship begins and ends in accord- 
ing to God His rightful place in His universe 
and also in our own hearts and minds. 

—L.N.B. 





The Characteristics of 
the Christian 


There are many facets of Christianity and 
Christian living but in a broad sense they may 
be summed up in three words—faith, love and 
hope. 


The Apostle Paul expresses this in these 
words: “But let us, who are of the day, be sober, 
putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and 
for an helmet, the hope of salvation.” (I Thes. 
5:8) 


It is only through the exercise of faith that 
we become Christians for it is by faith that 
we reach out and accept the reality of Christ, 
both as to His person and also as to His work 
for us. 


It is by love that we demonstrate to our fel- 
lowmen, and to God, the reality of the faith 
which we possess. 


It is because of that which Christ has done 
for us that we possess the hope of salvation. It 
is this hope which gives us the proper perspec- 
tive between this life and the next and it is this 
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hope which makes the Christian taith gloriously 
real for now and for eternity. 


In the 13th Chapter of Ist Corinthians we 
are told of the abiding qualities of faith, hope 
and love and it is made very plain that love 
is the greatest. But it is questionable whether 
there can be true love in the biblical sense 
without faith and hope as accompanying virtues. 


All of which leads to the conclusion that a 
Christian should be so imbued with these God- 
given graces that his life should be a sweet 
fragrance to those with whom he associates. And 
this leads to the further observation as to how 
very far short we all come to measuring up to 
the obligations and privileges of our calling. 
We will all be wise to ask ourselves whether 
faith, love and hope have transformed our way 
of life to the extent that men see in us qualities 
which in turn make them glorify our Heavenly 
Father for His saving and keeping grace. | 

—L.N.B 


Honey Out of The Rock 


I have been rereading some of Boreham’s delight- 
ful books and came again to his story of “Marjorie”. 
Marjorie was ninety-two when Dr. Boreham visited 
her and got his text for Sunday. She was blind but 
in her blindness she had had the Lord as her com- 
panion, and she told him some of her touching ex- 
periences. 





“I was only a girl when I entered into the sweet- 
ness of religion”, and she told him of the rapture 
of her first faith. The whole world was transfigured 
She told of the joy she found in her own secret com- 
munion with the Lord, and Jesus seemed to come 
and walk with her. Her Bible became a new book 
and the village sanctuary the dearest spot on earth 
to her. 

Then came the days of trials and affliction. She 
married and in one dreadful week buried two of her 
boys. Then her husband, “the soul of my soul” was 
snatched from her side. In those days her faith al- 
most failed until “all at once, a Hand seemed laid 
gently upon my shoulder and a Voice sounded in my 
ear”, “Am I a man that I should lie?” “I felt chas- 
‘inal and rebuked. Then through my tears, I prayed 
as I have never been able to pray before. A great 
peace soothed my broken spirit. In those days I en- 
tered into the power of religion”. 


Then, Dr. Boreham asked her how it was now. 
Would you say that you now enjoy the sweetness ot 
the power? I have them both, she cried in a perfect 
transport of delight. 


Dr. Boreham had found his text for the following 
Sunday: “With honey out of the rock have I satis- 
fied thee”; the sweetness and the power of Christ. 
His name is the sweetest name on earth and all power 
is given to Him. “I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me”. We need “Honey out of 
the Rock”. 

—J.K-P. 
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Time Moves On 


The title of this article is a commonly accepted say- 
ing, but it is not true. Time does not move on. 
Time remains constant and everlasting. It is we 
who move on, through time, or rather through a 
very small section of it. 


The fact is, the only things that do not move on 
are God and time. Time is the theater. God is the 
sole Spectator, and across the stage moves the uni- 
verse and everything in it. God Himself told Moses 
that He was I AM, meaning no past or future, just 
Present. 


As we, the actors for a little while, move across 
the stage before Him, what does He see? Is He 
proud of His handiwork? Can you think of any 
other reason for His creating us except that we 
might serve Him and glorify Him? Are our lives 
doing that? 


It is a solemn thought that He sees our lives as a 
finished product much as we might see a patchwork 
quilt. Some people are just throwing their lives to- 
gether hit or miss. Others are following a definite 
pattern with God as the centerpiece and each act of 
life a definite addition to the symmetry and beauty 
of the completed whole. 


Keep in mind that you are merely a traveler 
through time and that time belongs to God and that 
you are weaving your pattern each day. 


When you finish the course will you present to 
your Maker a thing of beauty or a hodge-podge? 


God and time remain. We move on. 


—R_LeC. 





Recognition and Appreciation 


The tender and affectionate relationship between 
pastor and congregation is one of the beautiful things 
in the Christian experience, but it seldom gets into 
print. Newspapers and gossip would rather adver- 
tise some little friction between pew and pulpit, 
usually the result of unreasoning criticism and a 
lack of sympathy and cooperation on the part of the 
pew. A multitude of inconspicuous ministries, calls, 
night and day, on the pastor with limited time for 
study and sermon preparation or for relaxation and 
complete rest is usually the lot of the under-shepherd. 
Now and then, but all too rarely, this is recognized 
re spoken of by the pew and it works out good 
or all. 


Below is a fine example of such recognition and 
appreciation, published in the bulletin of the Decatur, 
Ga., Presbyterian Church, in the pastor’s absence. 

—W.CS. 


Four Fruitful Years 


While our Pastor is away and not able to edit the 
Bulletin, I will remind ourselves that Dr. J. Davidson 
Philips began his work with our Church on July 15, 
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1954. During these four years, an average of 4 
members a Sunday have joined the church, and our 
gifts per Sunday have been nearly $5,000. We have 
built a manse and the new McGeachy Building and 
bought additional land. We have initiated radio 
broadcasting of the morning service. In addition to a 
heavy preaching schedule of good sermons, Dr. 
Philips has won his Ph.D. degree, has been a key 
member of the very important curriculum Commit- 
tee of the Board of Christian Education for the 
Assembly, and he has served on the Assembly's 
Board of Church Extension. He has steered the 
Christian Education Committee of the Synod of 
Georgia through its most fruitful three year period 
with campaigns for Student Work and the Camp for 
our Presbytery. Dr. Philips is a Trustee of Agnes 
Scott College, Presbyterian College, and the Presby- 
terian Home. No minister of our General Assembly 
is more highly regarded than he, and few are in 
greater demand for important work, and he is still 
young! We may well be humbly grateful that God 
brought him to us, and that we have Kay and the 
children, too! 


—James R. McCain, Clerk of Session 
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Sir: 











Dr. Bell’s articles simply fascinate me — so 
deeply consecrated, practical and uses such 
beautiful language to put over his high thoughts. 
His “Lest We Forget” is a gem. Wasn’t he 
fine on those T.V. statistics — youth watching? 
When can his great mind spend time on his 
patients?” 


Mrs. R. M. Dosyns, Denver, Col. 


Editor's Note: Dr. Bell retired from the prac- 
tice of surgery after a second heart episode two 
years ago. He now gives all of his time to 
Christian work. 
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My Opinion of Billy Graham 


By Evangelist John D. Jess 


(Wheaton, Illinois Radio Ministry) 


Editor’s Note: 


The following article has just been received and we are printing it so that our 


readers may use it where needed. As has been the case with every great evangelist, Mr. Graham has 
been the victim of attacks from the modernists (to be expected because they do not believe the 
gospel which he preaches), and from extreme “Fundamentalists’ who seem to spend their time at- 
tacking others rather than engaging in constructive Christian work. 


To illustrate to our readers the extremes to which some of these people have gone: 


Prior to 


the New York Crusade Mr. Graham was the guest of 1,200 supporters of the Crusade at a dinner 
given in the Commodore Hotel. On the tables in the banquet hall were the cards found on most 


tables in hotel dining rooms announcing a wine list. 
anything stronger than coffee. The program consisted 


These were of course ignored and no one drank 


of a stirring message by Mr. Graham and 


the personal testimonies of four people who in years past had accepted the Lord under Mr. Graham's 


preaching. 


But one of the detractors of Mr. Graham circulated a report which in turn was passed on to 


hundreds of others, to the effect that “Billy Graham served whiskey 


a” 


at this meeting. This editor 


wonders how low some people can get in their attacks on Billy Graham. 


Perhaps too much has already been written 
pro and con about Evangelist Billy Graham. 
Countless words and man-hours have been in- 
vested in human appraisal of this international 
figure and his ministry. The brisk controversy, 
aimed at determining “is he is or is he ain’t” 
continues unabated. 


Many friends have written me for my opinion 
of Mr. Graham. In complying, I find it difficult 
to oppose the estimate of some of my best 
friends. Nevertheless I feel obligated to express 
my personal judgment of the man — a judg- 
ment that time alone will justify or condemn. 


I. THE MAN 
What kind of a man is Billy Graham? 
1. He is kinder than his critics. 


Few men have been the target of sharper 
epithets than has Billy Graham — epithets 
hurled, for the most part, from the most un- 
likely sources, the household of faith! — but 
if Billy has ever made public rebuttal or has 
spoken unkindly of his critics, I have never 
heard him do so. 


In my opinion, Billy is much more Christian 
in this respect than those who villify him. 

2. He is not mercenary. 

Billy Graham could be, at his choosing, one 
of the nation’s wealthiest men. Others, in like 
position, have capitalized on their fame and 
popularity. But Billy accepts a very modest 
salary for a man of his position — only $15,000 
a year. This is less than he pays some of his 
co-workers. 
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One love offering from one of his tremendous 
audiences would make him a rich man. In my 
opinion, few men in his position would have 
been able to resist the temptation. Billy’s re- 
fusal to benefit financially from his popularity 
makes him outstanding. 


3. He has a clean record. 


To my knowledge, there are no “dark” chap- 
ters in Billy’s life. He talks and acts like a Chris- 
tian gentleman in all places and circumstances. 
Fellow Christians need not apologize for his 
conduct or excuse his past. He is “the husband 
of one wife,” a devoted husband and father. 
His closest friends say he is an humble man, 
living what he preaches. 


II. HIS MESSAGE 
What about Billy Graham’s message? 
1. It is uncompromising. 


Billy’s messages are fearless and plain. He 
uses freely such words as “saved,” “born again,” 
“hell,” “judgment,” “sin,” etc. Whether he is 
addressing an assembly of pastors, a legislative 
body or a nation-wide television audience, his 
message is the same — Jesus Christ, and Him 


crucified.” His most severe critics admit this. 


When one considers the pressures that un- 
doubtedly are brought to bear upon Mr. 
Graham by the “fence-straddlers” to trim his 
message, this uncompromising attitude is great- 
ly to his credit. The modernists on his com- 
mittees get it “right between the eyes” like 
everyone else. 


2. It is simple. 
His sermons are sometimes simple almost to 
the point of childishness. But the important 
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thing is, he gets them across in the power of 
the Holy Spirit. The results bear ample testi- 
mony to that fact. 


In a day when there is so much religious 
intrigue, camouflage and double-talk, the sim- 
ple gospel as Billy presents it is as refreshing 
as a stream in the desert! 


8. It is Biblical. 


There is not the slightest trace of departure 
from the faith in Billy’s preaching. His doc- 
trine is sound. He rides no hobbies. His most 
repeated phrase is, “The Bible says.” He be- 
lieves and preaches the Bible to be the inspired 
Word of God. 


Ill. HIS METHODS 


Being somewhat hypercritical of modern-day 
evangelistic methods, I have watched Billy 
closely for signs of professionalism — or, in 
other words, a “loaded” invitation. His invi- 
tations are as honest as a minister of the gospel 
can make them. 


Billy employs no tricks, no “gimmicks,” no 
double meanings to get people forward. He 
does not depict the Christian life as easy or 
“romantic.” I cannot see how people could fail 
to understand exactly what they are doing when 
they respond to his invitation. 


His critics, however (that is, among the con- 
servatives), are more concerned with Billy’s 
“bed-fellows” than with anything else. Admit- 
ting all that I have just said, they turn to 
his so-called “unholy associations.” 


They say — 


“Billy Graham allows modernists on _ his 
sponsoring committees.” 


Apparently this is true — that is, if repetition 
constitutes proof. It seems quite obvious, how- 
ever, that conservative theology is not a requi- 
site for participation in his campaigns. If these 
reports be true, some liberals have been assigned 
to the planning committees, some have been 
invited to sit on the platform during his cru- 
sades, and in some cases modernists have been 
called upon to lead in prayer. 


I am quick to confess that, to me, this is a 
new approach to the problem of mass evange- 
lism. There is no question but that some of 
Billy’s critics consider this a brazen sell-out to 
the cause of modernism. Very frankly, I do 
not profess to understand it. I know I under- 
stand it too little to criticize it. 


On the surface, this looks like a violation of 
Paul’s admonition to “have no fellowship with 
the unfruitful works of darkness.” I have strong 
doubts, however, that Billy Graham and his 
associates have any “fellowship” with these lib- 
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erals. Being worlds apart theologically, there 
could be no basis for fellowship. 


I prefer to give Mr. Graham the benefit of 
the doubt and to believe that he sees in this 
arrangement an opportunity to get some mod- 
ernistic pastors and their people saved. They 
do have souls, you know — for Jesus died for 
them the same as He died for you and me. I 
prefer to believe, also, that Billy feels that this 
arrangement allows him to be “made all things 
to all men, that he might by all means save 
some.” Jesus preached endlessly to the Scribes 
and Pharisees — the difference being that He 
somehow failed to get these hypocritical gen- 
tlemen to sponsor His campaigns! 


Of this I am sure: previous attempts by “big 
name” evangelists to reach the modernistic pas- 
tors and their flocks have failed. If Billy 
Graham has found an effective way of reaching 
them with the gospel, I cannot find it in my 
heart to criticize his success. 


Others say — 

“He advises his converts to join the church 
of their choice.” 

The danger here, as the contenders see it, is 
that his crusades will add great numbers of 
new members to the liberal churches, thus in- 


creasing their already bulging membership 
rolls. 


I will not argue the fact that there is real 
danger in allowing a new-born babe in Christ 
to select his own church. It is not a pleasant 
prospect to see new Christians starving to death 
in a religious “mausoleum.” 


However, in all fairness, we must seek to ap- 
preciate the problem with which Mr. Graham 
and his sponsors are faced. Never in any union 
endeavor are new Christians advised to join a 
certain church or denomination. Such a pro- 
cedure would bring a terminus to the city-wide 
character of the meetings. Mr. Graham believes 
that those who are sincere in their decision for 
Christ will be given divine discernment as to 
the right church in which to fellowship. The 
Bible does say, “As many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.” No 
Christian, however young or feeble, is left with- 
out a divine Guide. 


I am confident Billy Graham has no desire to 
see any of them join liberal churches, Catholic 
churches, or Jewish synagogues. Due, however, 
to the tremendous scope of his ministry, it 
would be impossible for him or his workers to 
express church preferences publicly. This is one 
of the things they are obliged to leave under 
the complete direction of the Spirit. 


Billy’s critics within the “orthodox” circle 
deplore the fact that he secures the cooperation 
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of modernists. Personally, I am thrilled by it! 
Anyone who can get a religious infidel to sit 
night after night under the hammer blows of 
the Word of God, as Billy does, should have 
our “Amen.” Jesus died for the Higher Critic, 
too — remember? 


If we are unable to rejoice in the (partial) 
liberal sponsorship of the Graham Crusades, 
we may at least be grateful that these deluded 
blind leaders of the blind are willing to sit 
under the sound of the gospel, for in doing so, 
they are shorn of any excuse in the coming Day 
of Judgment. 


RIGHT OR WRONG? 


I have not sought to picture Billy Graham 
as flawless. He would be the first to deny such 


a thing. But I am sincere in trying to point 
out that it is a dangerous practice to lay a hin. 
dering, critical hand on any true servant of 
Jesus Christ. 


I know this: Billy Graham is preaching the 
true gospel. I believe he has made the gospel 
real to more people in this world than any 
other man, living or dead. Because of this, 
I DARE NOT TOUCH HIM — even though 
I may disagree with him. 


The cause of Christ cannot be served by mag- 
nifying Billy Graham’s faults; it can be served 
by our prayers for him and our confidence in 
him. God says, “Touch not mine anointed, 
and do my prophets no harm.” 


Spiritual Orientation 


“We know that we are of God, and the whole 
world lies in the evil one.” I John 5:19. 


By Martin A. Hopkins 


The subject which I derive from this text 
is SPIRITUAL ORIENTATION, by which I 
mean: How can a Christian get his bearings in 
a world that is wholly under Satan’s control? 


In the closing verses of this Epistle John 
rings out the triumphant certainties of Chris- 
tian experience with bell-like clearness: We 
know! We know! We know! Never more 
than in our time did Christian experience more 
sorely need this note of certainty. For dark, sin- 
ister shadows loom up in terrifying propor- 
tions upon the horizons of our life, and are 
enough to strike the bravest hearts with a sense 
of dread and foreboding. The shadows of 
human selfishness and greed, all kinds of cor- 
ruption, militant atheism, and the threat of 
world-wide war on a scale that staggers the 
imagination, all darken the sky like a plague 
of locusts out of the pit of the abyss (Rev. 
9:1-3). Truly men’s hearts are failing them for 
fear and for expectation of the things that are 
coming on the world (Luke 21:26). 


In order to orientate himself in such a world 
as this, the Christian needs to know exactly 
what his own position is, and what the position 
of the world is, according to God’s infallible 
Word. In a single sentence of incisive brevity 
and profound simplicity John tells us just what 
we need to know: “We know that we are of 
God, and the whole world lies in the evil one.” 
May God through His Holy Spirit enable us 
to fathom the depths of this seemingly simple 
sentence, and to act upon what we find. 
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I 


In the first place, a true Christian needs to 
know with certainty, that, as to his own position, 
he is of God. 


This little expression “of God” contains a 
wonderful wealth of meaning, well worth our 
earnest consideration: 


1. It means that the life of the believer 
is derived from God, who is the only source 
of life. The believer, having been born from 
above, becomes a partaker of the Divine nature, 
having escaped the corruption that is in the 
world through lust (II Peter 1:4). John 1:12,13 
tells us that those who believe in Christ are 
not born of blood, that is, by natural genera- 
tion of human parents (Cf. Eph. 2:2,3). 
Neither are they born of the will of the flesh. 
No amount of strong will power and good reso- 
lutions will enable anyone to become a child 
of God. Nor are they born of the will of man, 
that is, by the impact of human personality 
and the persuasive force of eloquence. But 
they are born of God by a direct, supernatural 
act of God’s Spirit, who implants in them a 
new spiritual nature, eternal life. The Holy 
Spirit dwells in them and bears witness with 
their spirits that they are the children of God 
(Rom. 8:16). Hence they can say with cer- 
tainity: “We know that we are of God.” 


2. The life thus derived from God depends 
upon God moment by moment. 
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The stream that flows from tne fountain 
depends upon the fountain, and will dry up 
if cut off from the fountain. God's life is 
abundant, endless, infinite and eternal (Psalm 
36:8,9; 16:11). Who that has once drunk of 
this fountain will ever want to live independent- 
ly of it? “To whom shall we go? Thou hast 
the words of eternal life” (John 6:68). 


3. The believer's life, since it is derived from 
God and depends upon Him momentarily, must 
be like Him who is its Source: “holy, guiltless, 
undefiled, and separate from sinners” (Heb. 
7:26). “Like as He who called you is holy, 
be ye yourselves also holy in all manner of 
living; because it is written, Ye shall be holy; 
for I am holy” (I Peter 1:15,16). 


4. This life belongs to God and must be 
lived for His glory. 


That which comes from God, depends upon 
Him every moment, and is in His likeness, must 
revert to Him of whom, and to whom are all 
things. He is the Alpha and Omega, the Be- 
ginning and the End, the originating Source 
and final Goal of all being. Those who are of 
God delight to sing: 


“I give Thee back the life I owe, 
That in Thine ocean depths its flow 
May richer fuller be.” 


The Christian life is not a life of repression, 
as Satan would like to have us think, repre- 
senting God as a cruel tyrant, and the Chris- 
tian life as dull and monotonous. On the con- 
trary, the Christian life is a life of the highest, 
fullest, richest expression, because it is God 
living His own life in us and through us. What 
a blessed thing it is to know that we are of God! 


II 


In the second place, a true Christian needs 
to know with certainty, that as to its position, 
the whole world lies in the evil one. 


Because the Christian knows that he himself 
is of God, he knows by contrast that the whole 
world lies in the evil one. The more he realizes 
his own position, the more he realizes the 
vast difference between himself and his environ- 
ment—the world. The more he realizes that 
he is of God in the full sense of the words as 
seen above, the more will he feel the contrast, 
the opposition, the hostility of the world. 


There are only two classes of people in the 
world: those who belong to God, and those 
who belong to Satan. The spiritual Christian 
will feel keenly and poignantly that the world 
is an alien environment. At first there may 
be only a realization of the antithesis of the 
two positions, but this will develop into a 
feeling of antipathy, and finally into open an- 
tagonism. Antithesis, antipathy, antagonism is 
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the order of development. The carnal Christian 
will be less aware of the contrast because of the 
worldliness in his own heart. His spiritual sen- 
sitivity becomes dulled. 


Now just what is this world that lies wholly 
in the evil one? “In the sense of the present 
world-system, the ethically bad sense of the 
word it refers to the ‘order,’ ‘arrangement,’ 
under which Satan has organized the world of 
unbelieving mankind upon his cosmic prin- 
ciples of force, greed, selfishness, ambition, and 
pleasure. This world-system is imposing and 
powerful with armies and fleets; is often out- 
wardly religious, scientific, cultured, and ele- 
gant; but, seething with national and commer- 
cial rivalries and ambitions, is upheld in any 
real crisis only by armed force, and is domi- 
nated by Satanic principles.” 


Of this world-system Satan is the prince (John 
12:31; 14:30; Cf. Eph. 2:2). Satan is also the 
god of this world, who blinds the eyes of the 
unbelieving so that the glory of Christ cannot 
dawn upon them (II Cor. 4:4). 


The verb “lie” means to be in helpless pas- 
sivity under Satan’s control, like Samson lving 
with his head in the lap of Delilah (Judges 
16:18-23). Note also that the whole world 
lies in the evil one—not part of it, but all of 
it. The emphasis in the original is on the 
totality of the world. Bishop Westcott com- 
ments: “The world, the organization of society 
as alien from and opposed to God, is wholly, 
in all its parts and elements, placed in the 
domain of, is under the control of Satan.” 


Sometimes we are prone to think that there 
are exceptions to John’s broad, inclusive state- 
ment, but there is none. The seeming excep- 
tions are only a thin veneer that barely con- 
ceals the underlying corruption and wickedness. 
The tragedy of too much Christian living today, 
as in every age, is a failure to realize the abysmal 
difference between the Christian’s position in 
God and the world’s position in Satan, and a 
tendency to compromise with the world and 
conform to its principles and practices. 


This verse answers the much-mooted ques- 
tion: Is the world growing better? Anything 
that lies wholly in the evil one cannot grow 
better. Yet many labor under the delusion 
that the world is growing better, and resent 
being told that it is growing worse. This de- 
lusion arises from the following causes: 


1. The first cause of delusion is the failure 
to distinguish clearly between the church and 
the world. 


The world and the church are two separate 
and distinct entities. The world is an organiza- 
tion of natural men under Satanic control; the 
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church is an organism of supernaturally regen- 
erated men and women, of which Christ is 
the Head. Satan is doing all in his power to 
blot out this distinction. Whenever this is done, 
the church loses its power to witness for Christ. 
Only those who are crucified to the world can 
be used by God to call men out of the world. 


2. The second cause of delusion is mistaking 
material progress for spiritual progress. 


Civilization and education are not moral 
and spiritual growth. Only when men draw 
nearer to God and become more like Him is 
there real advance. All else is pseudo-progress— 
a Satanic imitation of the real thing. 


3. The third cause of delusion is the failure 
to recognize the restraining influence of the 
church upon the world. 


Christ said to His disciples “Ye are the salt 
of the earth” (Matt. 5:13). The salt has kept 
the world from rotting as rapidly as it would 
have done otherwise. But the world is still 
the world for all that. Two world wars and 
the subsequent chaos and atheistic movements 
show that the world is still under Satan’s con- 
trol. And the future will make this even more 
evident. For as soon as the church is withdrawn 
at the Rapture, wickedness will reach its final 
awful climax. “For the mystery of lawlessness 
is already at work, only He who restrains it 
will do so until He is out of the way, and then 
shall be revealed the lawless one . . . whose 
working is according to Satan” (II Thes. 2:7-9). 
He who restrains refers to the Holy Spirit as 
He operates in the church, restraining the 
outburst of wickedness. But as soon as the 
church is removed at the Rapture, the restrain- 
ing influence of the Holy Spirit will be out 
of the way. Then moral and spiritual pande- 
monium will reign. As the Holy Spirit ceased 
to strive with men before the flood (Gen. 6:3) 
so will He cease to restrain at the end of the 
present age, which will then be as it was in 
the days of Noah (Matt. 24:37-39). 


Beloved, let us not be deluded by any of 
these specious things. On the one hand, we 
know that we are of God; on the other, we 
know that the whole world lies in the evil one. 


Ill 


Finally, out of this twofold knowledge of 
the Christian about his own position and that 
of the world, arises this question: What should 
be the believer’s attitude toward this world? 


I John 5:19 seems to be an enormously 
egotistical assumption for us believers to make, 
but loyalty to the truth compels us to main- 
tain it, and since we do maintain it, it behooves 
us to ask ourselves the further question: What 
should be our attitude toward this world? To 
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this we can only indicate the briefest possible 
answers: 


1. First, the Christian must keep himself 
unspotted from the world (James 1:27. Also 
see Rom. 12:2; I John 2:15; II Cor. 6:17), 
Worldly compromise, conformity, and contami- 
nation are fatal to the Christian’s life and wit- 
ness. 


The Christian is like a diver working in deep 
water under a diving bell. The diver’s life 
and service depend upon his keeping separate 
from the water. Air from above must be pumped 
down to him to keep out the water and supply 
him with fresh air. To break the connection 
with the upper air means sure death by suffoca- 
tion. Any shortage of the supply means faint- 
ness and weakness. Prayer is the connecting 
tube in Christian experience. 


“Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath, 
The Christian’s native air.” 


2. Secondly, there should be no feeling of 
pride and contempt for the world, but an 
attitude of humility and pity. 


The Christian should ever remember the pit 
from which he was digged (Isa. 51:1), and the 
miry clay from which God lifted him (Psa. 
40:2). When he looks upon the corrupt world, 
he should remember “such were some of you, 
but... ” (I Cor. 6:11). His heart should 
go out in love and pity for those who are car- 
ried away captive by Satan to do his will (Il 
Tim. 2:26). 


3. An effort to rescue others from _ the 
doomed world. 


His attitude should not be one of indiffer- 
ence like one in a place of safety watching a 
great fire, but like the firemen who rush in 
to rescue the perishing (Jude 22,23). The 
world cannot be changed, but by prayer, per- 
sonal work, relying on God’s Word and _ the 
Holy Spirit, we can save individuals out of 
the world. 


Just here lies the vast difference between the 
so-called social gospel and the true Gospel of 
individual salvation: one says “change man’s 
environment”; the other says “change man’s 
heart.” The effort to change the social order 
only diverts our energies to something that 
looks plausible, but is sure to fail. I have read 
that the tattooed figures of snakes and dragons 
can be removed from the bodies of those who 
have thus foolishly disfigured themselves. If 
sin were only a tattoo on the skin, the social 
gospel might work; but sin is a leprosy in the 
blood that no superficial treatment will eradi- 
cate. This can be done only by the blood of 
Jesus Christ shed on Calvary (I John 1:7). 


The Gospel of individual salvation says, Re 
generate the individual’s heart, and a society 
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of redeemed men and women will change their 
environment. The only logical way to change 
society is to begin on the individuals that com- 
pose it. So let us not be sidetracked by Satan 
into wasting our energies on something else— 
a gospel that is not a Gospel at all (Gal. 1:8,9; 
II Cor. 11:4). 





Thus we see what a profound and all-pene- 
trating philosophy of Christian living and serv- 
ing is contained in John’s brief words: WE 
KNOW THAT WE ARE OF GOD, AND THE 
WHOLE WORLD LIES IN THE EVIL ONE. 

Finally, the nearer the end of the age ap- 
proaches, the more apparent will be the fact 
that the whole rvorld lies in the evil one. 


To Keep The Record Straight 


By Mrs. 


Julia Pusey Hart 


Bakersfield, Calif. 


The martyrdom of Christians in the early 
A. D. centuries has been copied in the scientific 
Twentieth Century by the Communists. Mr. 
J. Edgar Hoover in “Masters of Deceit” quotes 
Lenin: “We must combat religion, this is the 
ABC and All materialism and consequently of 
Marxism- The Marxist must be a mater- 
ialist, an enemy of religion.” The Marxian 
statement that “Religion is the opium of the 
people” has been restated by the American 
Communist, William Z. Foster: “God will be 
banished from the laboratories as well as from 
the schools.” 


How was God banished from Red China? 
Thousands of escapees from Red China have 
reported the persecution of the Christians by 
the Communists. Mao Tsetung has admitted 
the slaughter of 800,000 people. Informed ob- 


servers estimate five times that number slaugh- 
tered. 


Missionary DeJaegher, who served God in 
China fifteen years, six under the Communists 
and two in a Japanese Concentration Camp, 
tells in his book, “Enemy Within” many ap- 
palling facts. When the Communists were not 
in a hurry to shoot all the Christians in a 
village and move on, they would bury some 
waist deep just outside of camp, where their 
sentries could watch and prevent friends taking 
food and water to the sufferers. 


Shall we commit the sin of desecrating the 
faith of these Christian martyrs by shaking the 
bloody hand of their wn-repentant slayers and 
saying by our act: “Come, we will reward you 
with a seat on the United Nations, that you may 
help make laws to govern the world.” 

parallel to such a sin as this would be 
to search our penitentiaries for the criminal 
with the longest record as arsonist, rapist and 
torture murderer and say to him: “Come, we 
will reward you with a seat on the Supreme 
Court of the United States, that you may help 
judge justice for all.” 


The Christians on Formosa, and the secret 
Christians on the mainland, are looking to us 
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and quoting Christ’s own words to us: “He that 
is not with me is against me.” WHO ARE WE 
WITH? 


In 1917 Lenin stated his great American am- 
bition: “If I could gain control of the collective 
mind of American Youth for one generation, I 
would be Master of America.” For forty years 
the Party has worked to Master-Mind America, 
resulting in some strange events and stranger 
Marx-marked minds. 


Can Khrushchev now maneuver the realiza- 
tion of the Lenin ambition through UNESCO’s 
planned program? Mrs. Jegalov, formerly Chief 
of Inspection in Soviet Ministry of Education 
and head of Moscow’s Publishing House of For- 
eign Literature, is now Chief of Secondary Edu- 
cation Division of UNESCO. Mr. Sobolev, Rus- 
sian delegate, heads the Educational Leadership 
and Television Communications program under 
UNESCO. How skillfully can these two experi- 
enced Party members propagandize the Com- 
munist Manifesto commencing with Rule 1: 
“Abolition of all private ownership of property 
and the application of all rents of land to public 
purpose.” 


Communist persistence to control the mind 
and resources of other countries won the last 
election in Kerala, a state in southwest India. 
Formerly known as Travencore and Cochin, 
Bishop Neill tells us in “Under Three Flags,” 
that about one third is Christian, with the high- 
est percentage of Christianity and literacy in 
all of India. He says, “It is certain that Chris- 
tian Churches have existed in that area and 
have had a continuous history since the Fourth 
Century. The Church members all sincerely 
believe their Church was founded by the Apos- 
tle Thomas in person.” 


Divisions within the churches, caste and po- 
litical rivalries splintered the Congress Party 
and the Communists went into office in Feb- 
ruary 1957. The pre-election Communist propa- 
ganda promised a great “New Order,” but 
dropped its mask after taking office and the 
Red-complexioned tactics of the satellites have 
prevailed. 
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Some months previous to this new satellite 
acquisition, groups of Russian University stu- 
dents, indoctrinated in Atheistic Communism 
since childhood revolted throughout the Soviet 
Union. Hungarian Youth, inoculated with 
Communist germs in Kindergarten, have proven 
conclusively that they have no trust in Commu- 
nism as a religious faith or way of life. The 
record shows that the revolting students and 
Hungarian Youth have been deported to Rus- 
sian slave labor camps by the thousands. 

This genocide crime is in violation of the 
UN Treaty of 1948. Instead of demanding the 
expulsion of Russia from the UN for these 
crimes, and, further disregarding the fact that 
Russia has broken more than one hundred 
honor-binding-major-written agreements, some 
Americans continue to pressure for World Gov- 
ernment and admission of Communist China 
to the UN. 


“Masters of Deceit” tells us that: “Article 17 
of the Soviet Constitution of 1936 states, “The 
right fully to secede from the USSR is reserved 
to each constituent republic.’ ’’ Mr. Hoover sum- 
marizes the facts that no republic has tried 
to secede and the possibility is remote as long 
as the Red Army obeys the dictators in the 
Kremlin as in Hungary. 

How far dare we trust the “legal fiction” of 
any Communist Agreement? Isn’t it about time 
we faced facts and realized that “By their fruits 
ye shall know them”? 

Our youth face a perplexing paradox and 
question the purpose of the Americans who 
pressure for UN Recognition of un-repentant 
Communist China, when they bitterly criticized 
Recognition of the Repentance of Ex-Commu- 
nists. Many Ex-Communists have made restitu- 
tion by giving to the FBI valuable information 
resulting in the revealing and removal of dan- 
gerous Communist infiltrates in high Govern- 
ment positions. Bloody, Communist China has 
made no restitution. 

Our thinking Youth compare these strange 
facts with THE FACT, that the Bible teaches 
that Christ’s Church was founded upon re- 
pentance. Peter, the denier, and Paul the per- 
secutor were venerated for their repentance. 
Why then the Un-Christian criticism of these 
people who did wrong, repented and risked 
dangerous reprisals to render a great service 
of loyalty to their country? 

To hold fast our own hard won freedom un- 
der God, why not give to our Youth all the 
basic tenets of Christian faith preached by the 
Apostles after Pentecost, and summarized in 
the Apostles Creed? 

From the beginning of Christianity, accept- 
ance of Christ was expressed in baptismal con- 
fession. It is thought that at first the confession 
was a brief statement of “Belief in Jesus as 
Messiah and risen Lord.” Through the years 
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problems and heresies arose making it neces. 
sary to add more of the basic tenets of Chris. 
tian faith preached by the Apostles. This en. 
larged the Baptismal Confession. 


The Abingdon Bible Commentary, page 947, 
and Williston Walker’s “History of the Chris. 
tian Church,” page 61, give us this enlarged 
confession, the ancestor of our centuries old 
and beloved Apostles Creed. 


Since the “set of the goal directs the set of 
the soul,” why not give to our Youth the literal 
Word of God, that has survived twenty cen- 
turies of man’s persecutions, man’s interpreta- 
tions and quibbles? 


John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only Begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” Matt: 1: 20,21. “The angel of 
the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, say- 
ing Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to 
take unto thee Mary, thy wife, for that which 
is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost, and 
she shall bring forth a son and thou shalt call 
his name Jesus, for he shall save his people 
from their sins.” Scholarly Dr. Luke, long-term 
close companion of Paul, the greatest theologian 
the Church has ever known, tells in Luke 
1:26-39 the facts of Christ’s Deity. Thus three 
of Christ’s trust-proven followers verify the Old 
Testament prophecy of the Virgin Birth. How- 
ever, speculative Modernists of the 19th and 20th 
centuries have presumed to cast doubt upon 
the Virgin Birth. 

A recent book, “The Sun and the Umbrella” 
by a theological professor, portrays God as the 
Sun and Christ the Umbrella, that conceals 
God’s face from us. We are told that, “The 
use of the Bible as a final authority for Chris- 
tian truth is idolatry.” Of the Resurrection the 
book states, “We know neither that this event 
actually happened nor exactly what took place.” 
What is Modernism’s objective in debasing the 
basic tenets of Christian faith? When Youth 
are de-conditioned to Christian truth, what is 
the PLAN of re-conditioning?” 

It has been reported that Communist Youth 
asked their belief, reply vigorously with Marxian 
Doctrine, whereas some Christian Youth asked 
their belief, flounder. An Ex-Communist ex- 
plains the Communist Youth with one word, 
“Self-preservation.” The alert Communist High 
School Youth observes that the active, very vocal 
Marxist is privileged to better housing, priv- 
ileged to better positions, and better protected 
from the dread purge of “Deviation from Marx- 
ism,” whereas the Christian Youth still has the 
FREEDOM to flounder and to choose. 

How can we protect our Youth’s idealism and 
at the same time direct their realism, so that 
they themselves can accurately evaluate Com- 
munist Atheism and thankfully practice the 
basic tenets of Christian faith? 
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LESSON FOR AUGUST 17 


a 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Justice lo Minorities 


Background Scripture: Leviticus 19:33-37; Deuteronomy 23:7,8; 24:14,15; Matthew 9:9-13; John 4:7-9; 39-41; 


Galatians 3:26-28 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 10:10-18 


The majority is not always right; indeed, in some cases the majority is nearly always wrong. The vast ma- 
jority of people in the world today reject Christ, and if a vote were taken, would reject Him as the majority did 
in His day. Dr. Campbell Morgan, if I remember correctly, said in connection with the two reports of the spies, 
that in nine cases out of ten the majority is wrong. The report of the spies was 10 to 2 in favor of doing the 


wrong thing. 


This being the case, it is very important to be just 
to minorities. In important matters our church re- 
quires a two-thirds or three fourths majority in order 
to change something. Our government, too, has some 
safeguards in this respect, but not enough, I believe. 


In Psalm 10 we have the prayer that God will not 
forget the minorities; the humble, the fatherless, the 
oppressed, the poor. The arm of the wicked is 
strong. The heathen would oppress. They are full 
of spite and mischief. The Psalmist prays that God 
will break the arm of the wicked and destroy them. 
God's people are in a minority and he prays that 
God will be on their side. Similar prayers abound 
in the Book of Psalms. Today we may well make 
the prayer that God will protect His church which 
has always been a minority group, from the wrath 
of her enemies. In some lands like America and 
England Christian people are more numerous than 
their enemies, but when you look at Russia, or India, 
or China, or Africa, where most people live, we find 
the enemies of our faith much stronger than her 
friends. 


Even in the church, minorities have often been 
oppressed and persecuted. Protestants in France and 
Spain were almost wiped out and this country be- 
came a haven of refuge for French Huguenots and 
many others. In this country there was some per- 
secution of minority groups. The principle of sepa- 
ration of Church and State became one of the cardinal 
provisions of our government. 


I. Provision for the Stranger: Leviticus 19:33-37 

The Israelites were commanded not to vex (op- 
press) the stranger but “love him as thyself”. They 
were to remember that they were strangers in the 
land of Egypt. They were a minority group, treated 
well at first on account of Joseph, but later on op- 
pressed in a terrible way, as we all know. 


This is applicable to us in America. We have 
become a land where many “strangers”, of many 
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nationalities have taken refuge. Since the World 
Wars we have taken in many refugees. I believe 
that in most cases they have been well received. Our 
record in regard to the Indians has not been very 
good. Right at present we have our problem with 
the negroes. However, in the South, there are coun- 
ties where the negro is not a minority group. Ne- 
groes are not “strangers” in one sense, but are our 
own people. The principle laid down in Leviticus 
should be applied to all minority groups. 


Il. The Edomite and Egyptian: Deuteronomy 23:7,8 


Esau and Jacob were brothers. There was a feel- 
ing of enmity often between their descendants be- 
cause of the way Jacob had treated Esau in the matter 
of the birthright and the blessing. The Israelites 
are here commanded not to abhor an Edomite for 
“he is thy brother”. They were not to abhor an 
Egyptian because they had been strangers in Egypt 
and had been well treated until a king arose who 
knew not Joseph. Let us not abhor any of these 
foreigners for our ancestors came from some of 
those European Countries. 


Ill. Hired Servants: Deuteronomy 24:14,15 


Thou shalt not oppress an hired servant who is 
poor and needy. This, too, can be applied today. 
Hired servants used to be badly treated but most of 
them today are well-treated for the problem of serv- 
ants is a serious one. It is hard to get good servants 
and most people treat them kindly. 


lV. Publicans and Sinners: Matthew 9:9-13 


These two classes were usually grouped together: 
both were social outcasts; the publican because they 
collected taxes for the hated Romans and were re- 
garded almost as traitors by the Pharisees; the sin- 
ners because of their immoral character. 

Jesus selected a publican for one of his disciples 
and he became one of the Twelve Apostles. He was 
kind to Zacchaeus and invited himself to his home. 
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Matthew made a feast and invited his friends who 
were “publicans and sinners” to this feast. 


This caused the Pharisees to murmur and complain 
that “your teacher eats with publicans and sinners”. 
Jesus replied by reminding them that he came to 
call sinners, not righteous people. These people ac- 
knowledged that they were sinners, that they were 
sick, and needed a physician. The Pharisees, in their 
self-righteousness, did not feel any need of healing. 


He also answered them in Luke 15 by telling the 
stories of the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the lost 
boy. He came to seek and to save the lost. 


Do we despise the “outcasts of Israel” today? Let 
us beware of having the attitude of the Pharisees of 
Jesus’ day. Many of these “outcasts” will enter 
heaven while we, if we copy the Pharisees, will find 
ourselves shut out. God loves to make weak things 
confound the mighty. 


The churches in England were neglecting the 
slum-dwellers and it remained for the Salvation 
Army to step in and rescue these despised ones. The 
church ought to be the very organization to look 
after sinners, for we are here, as Jesus was, to seek 
and save sinners. Let us never despise a sinner, 
even if drunk. One of the men who became the 
leader in Mission work in New York City was con- 
verted while drunk. All honor to city mission work! 
If Jesus were here He would still eat with publicans 
and sinners. He would still seek and save the lost 


V. The Woman of Samaria: John 4:7-9 


The disciples were surprised by two things: first 
that He talked with a woman, and second, especially 
a woman of Samaria, because the Jews had no deal- 
ings with the Samaritans. Jesus was seeking to win 
the soul of this despised person who was indeed a 
sinner. His tactful approach and his wonderful con- 
versation led to the woman’s conversion and to the 
conversion of many of the Samaritans. 


Let us never desnise persons of this sort. Their 
hearts may be softer than the hearts of those who 
look down uvon them. This woman drank of the 
living water, her thirst was quenched, her soul re- 
vived, and she lived in Him. She became His wit- 
ness and many of the Samaritans believed on Him, 
first because of her testimony, and later because 
they heard Him themselves. 


There are many such people with thirsty souls 
whom we can reach. if we are willing to go out of 
our way — go by the way of Samaria — and find 
them. They are a minority and often a desnised 
minority, but we should be just to them. Their 
souls are just as precious as the souls of more at- 
tractive people, and they may respond quicker and 
more readily. 


VI. All One In Christ Jesus: Galatians 3:26-28 


Why divide people into Minorities and Majorities? 
We are all people, we all need Christ, and He is the 
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Saviour of all. The world of Paul’s day was divided 
into groups: there were the Jews and the Greeks: 
there were free and bond; there were male and fe. 
male. One group was inclined to despise the other 
group. Jew and Greek mingled on the streets but 
had little social contacts; the slaves and their masters 
came in contact but the barrier was there; men and 
women lived separated lives to a larger degree than 
in our day and in the West. 


Christ came, and the wall of partition between 
Jew and Gentile was broken down. It took the 
church some time to recognize this, but due largely 
to Paul, it was recognized and the church became a 
world organization instead of a Jewish organization. 


Christ came, and the relation between slave and 
master was changed. A Christian master and a 
Christian slave were all children of God through 
faith in Jesus Christ. And the inevitable finally 
came; the whole institution of slavery was abolished. 


Christ came, and the relation between man and 
woman was changed. Both are now members of 
the family; they are brothers and sisters in Christ. 
The position of women became equal to that of men. 
So many devoted Christians have been women. This 
was true of the women who ministered to Him while 
on earth. Women owe a tremendous debt to Christ 
and they have recognized this and have been loyal 
and devoted followers. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR AUGUST 17 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The Way Of Personal Worship 


Scripture: Isaiah 55: 5, 6, Psalms 46 
Suggested Hymns: 
“Dear Lord and Father of Mankind” 
“Take Time to Be Holy” 


“Sweet Hour of Prayer” 


Note to Program Leader: 


(This is the first of three programs on ways of 
knowing God. It is obvious that this is one of the 
most important subjects we shall ever be discussing. 
It should also be obvious that we need to make very 
careful and reverent preparation for these programs. 
Allow yourself enough time to make plans, and make 
your assignments in time for the participants to 
make adequate preparation. If you need help, be 
sure to call on your adult advisor or your minister. ) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


The Bible makes it very clear that our God is 
knowable. The Scriptures represent God as a person 
rather than a thing. The Bible always speaks of Him 
as “He” rather than “It”. Because God is a person 
we may not only know about Him, we know Him 
as a person in much the same way that we know 
other friends and relatives. 


The Bible also tells us that God is a spirit. He 
does not have a physical body like we do, so we can- 
not see Him with our physical eyes, touch Him with 
our fingers, or hear Him with our physical ears. We 
should be thankful that God is not confined to a 
physical body. Our physical bodies limit us as to 
what we can do and where we can be. God is not 
limited in this way. Because He is spirit He can be 
everywhere at once, and He can be known by many 
at the same time. Because God is spirit He is avail- 
able to be known by all. 


One of the first ways of knowing this personal, 
spiritual God is through our personal worship of 
Him. Our speakers will lead us to consider some of 
the values and ways of personal worship. 


First Speaker: 

What is worship? The dictionary defines it as 
“courtesy or reverence paid to worth”. Someone 
has said, “Worship is worth-ship”. When we wor- 
ship God, we are recognizing His worth. Some- 
times we worship by singing hymns, sometimes by 
giving of our means to His work, and sometimes by 
deeds of mercy done in His name. When we speak 
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of personal worship, we usually have reference to 
private meditative communion or fellowship with 
God. Surely this is the kind of worship God had 
in mind when He said, “Be still, and know that I 
am God.” 


The fact that God desires our personal worship is 
reason enough that we should do it. We ought al- 
so to engage in this kind of worship for our own 
sakes. It is through such personal communion that 
we come to know our spiritual, personal God. We 
do not expect to know other people personally until 
we spend some time with them alone, speaking to 
them and having them speak to us. Why should 
we expect it to be any different with God? How 
can we expect to know Him personally if all our 
knowledge about Him is second hand? Our dearest 
and closest friends are those with whom we spend 
the most time. We call God our friend, but do we 
spend time with Him that close friendship requires? 


Second Speaker: 


Just how does a person worship God in private? 
Most of us have some good ideas on that question, 
but a review of the fundamentals of private worship 
should help us all. 


First of all, personal worship involves thinking 
about God — Who He is and what He has done. 
The most basic honor we can pay to anyone is to 
think about him, and the basic dishonor is to ignore 
Him. It is likely that more people sin against God 
by ignoring Him than any other way. We all claim 
to have a high regard for God, but our regard can- 
not be very high unless much of our thinking is di- 
rected toward Him. 


It should be obvious to everyone that we worship 
God in our private prayers. It is likely that the 
most genuine praying we do is done in private. 
(Read Matthew 6: 5, 6.) If we get into the habit 
of thinking thoughts of God often during the day, 
we shall find that we want to talk to Him—praising 
Him, thanking Him. seeking His guidance and help 
for ourselves and others. Those who learn to pray 
in this way are the ones who really enjoy their 
prayers and who grow in their personal knowledge 
of the Lord. 


Most of us like to do things, and we like to talk, 
but we are not too fond of listening. We need to 
remember, though, that listening is an important 
part of worship. We do not honor a person, if we 
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refuse to hear what he has to say. We rather dis- 
honor him. God has many things to say to us. Do 
we honor Him—do we worship Him—by listening? 
God makes Himself known through His works of 
creation and providence, through the Scriptures, and 
through His Son. How much thought do we give 
to what He is saying to us in these ways? As we 
said at the beginning of the program, God is know- 
able and His will is knowable, but we cannot know 
either Him or His will until we are ready to accord 
Him the worship of a receptive heart and mind. 


Third Speaker: 

With respect to personal worship it is probable 
that many of us know to do far better than we ac- 
tually do. We know that we ought to worship God 
privately, but there are so many things calling to 
be done that we do those things which make the 
loudest demands. Perhaps we need to make a re- 
examination of our own hearts. Do we really want 


to know God better? Is our desire to know Him 
strong enough that we are willing to do some work 
and make some sacrifices? If so, here are some sug. 
gestions for making our private worship more mean- 


ingful and profitable. 


1. Set aside a definite time each day for prayer, 
Bible reading, and thoughts about what God is 
saying. Do not let anything interefere with 
this practice. 


NM 


Develop the habit of thinking about God and 
offering brief prayers to Him all through the 
day. Remember that He is there! 


Program Leader: 


(Ask the young people for their suggestions and 
experiences regarding personal worship. It will help 
If you will ask some of them in advance to be pre- 
pared with experiences and suggestions. ) 











WOMEN 











Christian Growth 


By Molly Jones Monroe 


We generally think of a growing church as 
one that is adding large numbers of members, 
and we usually say about such a church, “My 
what a live, spiritual church that is. It is grow- 
ing so!” Actually, the opposite can be true. A 
church can be so concerned about getting num- 
bers and growing to be a numerically large 
church that it can quite forget the Head of 
that body called the church — even Christ. 
When this happens, a church can become like 
the Pharisee who, Jesus said, stood in the Tem- 
ple and prayed, “God, I thank thee, that I am 
not as other men are,” rather than a church on 
its knees in humble penitence, even as was the 
Publican who would not lift up so much as 
his eyes to heaven, but prayed, “God, be merci- 
ful to me a sinner.” 


All through his New Testament letters, Paul 
refers to the members of the Christian church 
as a body — Christ’s body. He says in Romans 
12:4 and 5, “For as we have many members in 
one body, and all members have not the same 
office: So we, being many, are one body in 
Christ, and every one members one of an- 
other,” and again in Ephesians 4:4,5, and 6, 
“There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye 
are called in one hope of your calling; One 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and 
Father of all, who is above all, and through 
all, and in you all.” 


The use of the word body implies growth. 
Paul uses the word body here as a symbol of 
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growth. We are members of Christ’s body if 
we are His true followers and thus growing in 
His likeness. Jesus said “Without me ye can 
do nothing.” 

Our Shorter Catechism tells us that our chief 
aim on this earth is to glorify God. In the 
first eight verses of the 15th chapter of John’s 
Gospel we see there are three degrees of fruit 
bearing on Christian growth. In verse 2 John 
says “every branch that beareth fruit, he purg- 
eth it that it may bring forth more fruit — the 
second degree — more fruit. And then in verse 
5 he says “He that abideth in me, and I in 
Him the same bringeth forth much fruit. 

We must strive in our Christian growth to 
attain this superlative degree of growth — 
that we bear much fruit for our Lord. When 
a Christian reaches this superlative degree in 
fruit bearing, his goal or chief aim in this 
life is obtained — glorifying God. Jesus said 
in verse 8 of this 15th chapter of John, “Herein 
is my Father glorified that ye bear much fruit.” 

If we are to be growing Christians and thus 
part of a growing church — one that is growing 
spiritually — we must abide in Him and let 
His words abide in us. That is the only way 
we can be His channels of blessing to others — 
and this is what the Lord Jesus expects each 
one of us to be — His channel of blessing and 
thus to glorify our Lord. 


In the twelfth chapter of Genesis when God 
made His covenant with Abraham, one of the 
great parts of that Covenant was, when God 
told Abraham, “Thou shalt be a blessing” and 
“In thee shall all families of the earth be 
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blessed.” God’s conception of the greatness of 
a person all through Scripture is that a person 
is great only in so far as he or she is a medium 
of blessing to others for Him. We only have 
the right to ask God to bless us so that we may 
be a blessing to others. God expects us to be 
His channels of blessing: 


“Is your life a channel of blessing? 

Is the love of God flowing through you? 
Are you telling the lost of the Saviour? 
Are you ready His service to do?” 


We aren’t elected by God just to be a favorite 
of God but to be a channel of blessing to 
others for Him. We are but earthen vessels, 
but God can so cleanse us, that we can be a 
sreat blessing to others for Him. 


Abraham was but clay transformed by God, 
the Great Potter; so were Jacob, Paul, Peter 
and so many others — but clay transformed 
by God. 


We must allow God to use us as His chan- 
nels of blessing — to mould us and make us 


what He would have us be according to His 
Will. 


“Thus, with souls lying still, content in God’s 
hand 

That do not His power of working withstand, 

They are moulded and fitted - a treasure to hold 

Vile clay now transformed into purest of gold!” 


—From THE POTTER’S HOUSE by M. F. Clarkson 





BIBLE ARITHMETIC 


ADDITION: “Add to your faith virtue; and to 
virtue knowledge; and to knowledge temperance; 
and to temperance patience; and to patience 
godliness; and to godliness brotherly kindness; 
and to brotherly kindness charity” (2 Peter 
1.5-7). 


« * * 


SUBTRACTION: “Laying aside all malice, and 
all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all 
evil speakings . . . desire the sincere milk of 
the Word, that ye may grow thereby” (2 Peter 
2. 1-2). 


* * * 


MULTIPLICATION: “Grace and peace be multi- 
plied unto you through the knowledge of God, 
and of Jesus our Lord ” (2 Peter 1. 2). “Now 
he that ministereth seed to the sower, both 
minister bread for your food, and multiply your 
seed sown, and increase the fruits of your 
righteousness” (2 Corinthians 9. 10). 


* * * 


DIVISION: “Come out from among them, and 
be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not 
the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and 
will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My 
sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty” 
(2 Corinthians 6. 17-18). 

—On and Off Duty 
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Dr. L. Nelson Belt 
talks about 
his son-in-law 
BILLY GRAHAM 


In 


Ladies’ Home Journal 


Now, this great man you know— 
doctor, missionary and associate editor 
of the Southern Presbyterian Jour- 
nal—tells you about another great 
man his son-in-law, Billy Graham. 


In the August Journal, Dr. Bell re- 
veals the special qualities that make 
Billy Graham so unusual. You'll learn 
how Billy Graham became one of our 
great religious leaders . . . find out 
the secret of his power and success... 
discover what he’s like as a man, a 
husband and a father. Complete with 
many intimate photographs of the 
Graham family and their Blue Ridge 
Mountain home. 


If you want to learn more about 
Billy Graham, his wife, Ruth, and 
their five children, be sure to read 
“Billy Graham, My Son-in-Law.” 


IN ALL 36 articles, stories and 
features. 
Get Your Copy Today 


World’s 


largest 


ta Journal 
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AUGUST LADIES’ HOME 
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GEORGIA 


Atlanta — (PN) — Two Presbyterian, U.S., min- 
isters were among the fourteen clergymen who 
were honored as “Rural Minister of the Year” for 
each of their respective states at a banquet cli- 
maxing the Church and Community Workshop at 
Emory University here. 


The two Presbyterians are: The Rev. R. R. Craig 
of Durant, Oklahoma, for years pastor at Idabel 
and Broken Bow Presbyterian Churches in new 
Indian Presbytery. Last year he moved to Durant 
to become pastor and director of Bryan County 
Larger Parish. He was chosen for his state on 
the basis of both the former and the present work. 


The Rev. Russell W. Park, Sr., of Olanta, S. C., 
who was chosen as South Carolina’s outstanding 
rural pastor, is minister for Olanta Presbyterian 
Church, a town church, and two country churches 
Sardinia and Salem Black River. He is from Har- 
mony Presbytery. His record was based on par- 
ticipation of Sardinia Church in the Lord’s Acre 
Plan, and the results of engaging in the plan over 
an eight year period. 


They were both present at the banquet July 17 
when the ministers were honored at the end of the 
10th annual Workshop. The Church and Com- 
munity Workshop is sponsored by Emory’s Candler 
School of Theology and the Progressive Farmer 
magazine which is published in Birmingham, Ala. 

Both the Rev. Craig and the Rev. Park attended 
the Church Extension Conference in Montreat, 
N. C., and were presented there for the recognition 
of their work. 


They were chosen state winners in the late 
spring for outstanding rural church program and 
the development of rural community life. 


About 125 ministers were in Atlanta for the 
school and workshop when the fourteen state win- 
ners were honored. The other ministers cited were: 


The Rev. C. O. Greene, Lawndale, N. C.; the 
Rev. Eugene E. Chafin, Rich Creek, Va.; the Rev. 
H. E. Delaney, Corinth, Ky.; the Rev. Sam Varnell, 
Piney Flats, Tenn; and the Rev. Vernon Robinson, 
Olive Branch, Miss; the Rev. Albert N. Storey, Con- 
way, Ark.; the Rev. Paul Leeds, Kinder, La.; the 
Rev. J. Clifton Draper, Sr., Jasper, Ala.; the Rev. 
Ernest B. Luttrell, Lake City, Fla.; and the Rev. 
Robert M. Fuqua, Ripley, W. Va.; and the Georgia 
winner Dr. P. W. Tribble, Forsyth County Hospital 
in Cumming, Ga., physician and part-time Baptist 
—* This was the first time a physician was 
cited. 


Denominations represented in the awards also 
included Methodist, Congregational, and Christian 
(Disciples of Christ), as well as Baptist and Pres- 
byterian. 





Decatur — (PN) — North Decatur Presbyterian 
Church, known as “A Contemporary Church Invit- 
ing A Contemporary World To The Contemporary 
Christ” held a Consecration Service July 13, for its 
new chapel-fellowship hall and educational building. 
“fave: House festivities followed the Consecration 

ervice. 


The Rev. William E. Newton is pastor of the 
church, organized October 27, 1955, with 101 
charter members. The Consecration Service came 
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on the first anniversary of the building’s ground- 
breaking. 


Taking part in the service were Dr. J. Ross 
McCain, ruling elder of Decatur Presbyterian 
Church; Dr. Wade H. Boggs, Sr., assistant minister 
at Druid Hills Presbyterian Church—both repre- 
senting sponsoring churches of the North Decatur 
Church; and Dr. Wallace M. Alston, Agnes Scott 
College president. Dr. McCain and Dr. Boggs are 
former moderators of the General Assembly and 
Dr. Alston is present moderator of the Synod of 
Georgia. 


Ruling elder James A. Stewart has served as 
chairman of the building committee of the new 
church. 


Representing Atlanta Presbytery at the Conse- 
cration ceremonies was Dr. Bonneau H. Dickson, 
Executive Secretary of Church Extension for the 
presbytery; and from the denominational offices 
came Dr. Patrick D. Miller, Executive Secretary 
of the Board of Church Extension; Mr. Hal E. 
Hyde, Secretary of the Urban Church Department 
in that Board; the Rev. O. V. Caudill, Secretary 
of the Board of Church Extension’s Department of 
Church Architecture; and Mr. R. Graham White, 
Secretary of the Committee on the Minister and 
His Work. 


Representatives from the local community who 
had been instrumental in the development of the 
early stages of the new church, had part on the 
program; along with the Rev. Harrison McMains, 
Executive Director of the Atlanta Christian Coun- 
cil; and the Rev. Edward A. Driscoll, Executive 
Secretary of the Georgia Council of Churches. 


The motto of the new church, “A Contemporary 
Church Inviting A Contemporary World To The 
Contemporary Christ” has been used throughout 
a history of the functional, modern-styled church 
plant. 


Plans for the church were started in 1947 with 
selection of the slate by the Strategy Committee 
of Atlanta Presbytery. The Presbytery’s Church 
Extension Committee acquired the property three 
years later and the first preliminary meeting of the 
potential organization was held in the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. R. B. Ellis in June 1955. 


Three supply ministers and a full-time student 
assistant helped in the early stages of the church 
before the Rev. William E. Newton was installed 
on October 7, 1956 as first pastor. The church is 
now in full swing with activities and programs for 
every group within the church. It has begun a 
library; it has offered a candidate for the ministry, 
Tom DesChamps; it sends Day by Day and the 
Presbyterian Survey, two official publications of 
the Church, into the homes of all members; it has 
a scout troop; it has special music and worship 
services; athletics and a recreation program are 
a part of its overall activities; it has outstanding 
Family Fellowship gatherings every Sunday eve- 
ning; and one of the members of the Men of the 
Church, Mr. James A. Stewart, was a commissioner 
to the General Assembly this year. 


North Decatur Church has over 300 members 
today, and is truly a thriving, “Contemporary 
Church Inviting A Contemporary World To Tne 
Contemporary Christ.” 
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LOUISIANA 


New Orleans—(PN)—The Rev. Dayton Castle- 
man, pastor of the Chinese Presbyterian Church; 
Charles Chang, associate minister, both represent- 
ing the Chinese Presbyterian Church in New Or- 
leans, elders, deacons, and men, women, and chil- 
dren of the church, were on hand to greet Madame 
Chiang Kai-Shek when she arrived in New Orleans 
July 11th. 


The First Lady of Nationalist China flew here 
from New York to visit her old friend, General 
Claire Chennault who is ill with lung cancer in 
a New Orleans hospital. 


General Chennault, of Flying Tigers fame, led 


the flying group that helped defend China during 
World War II. 


Mme. Chiang’s arrival brought hundreds to the 
New Orleans airport when she arrived, among 
whom were a number of dignitaries of the area. 


Youngsters from the Chinese Presbyterian Church 
met at the airport and displayed a banner, with 
this inscription written in Chinese: “Welcome to 
New Orleans, Madame Chiang—Chinese Presby- 
terian Church.” 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Davidson — Alcoholism is a more important 
issue facing the church today than race relations, 
Philip F. Howerton of Charlotte, N. C., moderator 


of the Presbyterian Church in the US (Southern), 
declared here. 


Speaking at Davidson College to more than 500 
elders and ministers at the 144th session of the 
Presbyterian Synod of North Carolina, Mr. How- 
erton asserted that alcoholism brings “more un- 
happiness, more ill health, more frustration, more 
loss of interest in the Church, family and business 
than any other one factor in our American life.” 


Mr. Howerton urged the Synod to take “positive 
action in the areas of alcoholism, marriage and 
divorce, stewardship and evangelism, and race.” 


If the Church has been remiss in race relations, 
he said, it has been in its failure to challenge the 
Negro leadership to meet their responsibilities. 


“Their leaders should be told,” he emphasized, 
“that they must demand of their people a greater 


pride of accomplishment, not ashamed of their 
race.” 


Asserting that “second-class citizenship need 
not be a result of racial status,” he said the 
Church had fallen down in evangelizing the 
Negroes. 





Maxton—Presbyterian Junior College has an- 
nounced the appointment of Joseph T. Stukes, of 
Manning, S. C., as Dean of Students and head of 
department of Social Sciences for the 1958-59 
session. Mr. Stukes will teach courses in History. 


A graduate of Darlington School and Davidson 
College, Mr. Stukes received his Master’s Degree 
from Emory University in 1951. He comes to 
Presbyterian Junior College from Darlington School 
in Rome, Georgia, and previous to this he taught 
in the Rome Center of the University of Georgia. 
At Darlington School he has served as head of the 
Social Sciences program and Alumni Secretary. 
Mr. Stukes is an elder in the First Presbyterian 


Church of Rome, Ga., and also Clerk of Session for 
that church. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Stukes, with their two sons, Taylor 
and Randy, are expected to arrive in Maxton early 
in September. Mrs. Stukes is the former Miss 
Courtney Elizabeth Randolph of Clayton, Ga. 





TENNESSEE 


King College, Bristol — Dr. Houston St. Clair 
of Tazewell, Va., was elected president of the 


Board of Trustees of King College at their meeting 
on July 15. 


Dr. St. Clair will serve as president of the Board 
in carrying out the proposal of the Synod of Appa- 
lachia to raise $2,000,000 for the College in the 
next five years. Of this sum $800,000 will be used 


for buildings and $1,200,000 for additional en- 
dowment. 


The endowment of King College has grown in 
the past twelve years from $40,000 to something 
more than $1,500,000. It is said by many observers 
that this is the highest percentage of growth in an 
endowment fund enjoyed by any college in America 
in this period. 





WEST VIRGINIA 


Greenbrier Presbytery welcomed representatives 
of the newest church to their meeting on Tuesday, 
July 15, at the Presbyterian Church in Alderson. 
Mr. L. H. Forren and Mr. R. D. Kauffelt were 
elders representing the Davis-Stuart Memorial 
Presbyterian Church which was organized on May 
25. This church was established to serve as the 
church home for members of the Davis Stuart 
School and residents of that community outside of 
Lewisburg. The church had formerly been known 
as the Old Fort Spring Chapel, an outpost of 
Lewisburg’s Old Stone Church. 


Presbytery received into its membership Rev. 
W. Graham Wood, Jr., a recent graduate of Union 
Theological Seminary in Richmond, and made ar- 
rangements for his installation as pastor of the 
Beverly and Valley Bend Presbyterian Churches. 


Plans were also made for the installation on 
September 14 of Rev. Philip R. Newell as pastor 
of the Upper Pocahontas Presbyterian Churches. 
Mr. Newell has recently completed work at Harvard 
Divinity School. On the same date, a commission 
of Presbytery will install Rev. Philip E. Henry as 
pastor of the Philippi and Belington Churches. 
Mr. Henry comes to this work from a pastorate 
in the Presbytery of Philadelphia. 


The assistant minister of the Old Stone Church 
in Lewisburg, Rev. L. M. Barkley, was chosen as 
moderator for this session of the presbytery. Rev. 
Robert Barnes of Huttonsville was nominated to 
be moderator of the Fall meeting which will be 


held in the White Sulphur Springs Church on 
September 16. 


The pastoral relation between Rev. C. W. Right- 
myer and the Richwood Presbyterian Church was 
dissolved in order that he might accept a call to 
the First Presbyterian Church of Americus, Ga. 
on September 1. The resignation of Rev. J. F. 
Hubbard from the Parsons Church was also ac- 


cepted. Mr. Hubbard will begin graduate study 
on September 1. 


Following a study of salaries in the Presbytery, 
a minimum salary of $4200 per year was adopted 
by the Presbytery to become effective immediately. 


A benevolence budget of $106,051 was adopted 
for the church year 1959. 
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Sunnyside Presbyterian Home, Massaneta Springs, 
Harrisonburg — One of the highlights of the re- 
cent meeting of the Synod of Virginia was the 
dedication of Sunnyside Presbyterian Home on 
July 1st. Ground was broken for the structure on 
September 2, 1953 when the Synod was in session 
at Massanetta Springs. The home, with its most 
modern facilities and furnishings for the comfort 
of the aging, has been occupied since October 18, 
1955 when the twenty guests then at Sunnyside 
Home in Danville were moved to Massanetta 
Springs. 


It was necessary to borrow $130,000 in order 
to complete and furnish the building. On January 
25, 1958 the final payment on this indebtedness 
was made, thus making possible the dedication 
service. 


Mr. C. Grattan Price, Sr., of Harrisonburg, who 
has been Chairman of the Board of Trustees since 
its organization, presided at the services and the 
Reverend Philip A. Roberts, D.D., of Clifton Forge, 
Moderator of the Synod, preached the dedicatory 
sermon on the subject, ““A Dream Which Has Come 
True.” Mrs. Paul B. Thomas, of Baltimore, Mary- 
land, President of the Women of the Synod, read 
the scripture. The dedicatory prayer was led by 
the Reverend T. C. Bales, D.D., of Clifton Forge, 
a member of the Board, who was chairman of the 
committee which recommended the establishment 
of the home at Massanetta Springs and also of the 
committee charged with the responsibility of raising 
funds. The Reverend George D. Jackson, Th.D., 
of Winchester, Vice-President of the Board, pro- 
nounced the benediction. After the services, which 
were held in the Massanetta Springs auditorium, 
the home was opened to visitors and refreshments 
were served. 


At the present time there are fifty-one guests 
in the home, fifty women and one man, and three 
additional ladies have been invited and will arrive 
in the near future. The Superintendent, the Rev- 
erend James A. Albertson, was elected Moderator- 
in-Nomination at the meeting of Synod. 





Largest Offering in History $300,500.00 


The largest offering for Missions ever received 
in the history of The Peoples Church came in 
during the Annual Missionary Convention this year 
—$300,500.00. The 130 Elders gave $45,000.00; 
the Sunday School $30,000.00; the Choir $14,- 
000.00; and the Christian Business Girls $5,000.00. 


During the first two-and-a-half weeks the going 
was hard, the money came in slowly, very slowly. 
Then, during the last week, Dr. Smith’s mother 
went home to be with her Lord and, on the night 
of the funeral service, Rev. Jack McAlister, who 
was the speaker, felt led of God to take up a 
memorial offering for Missions on her behalf. He 
did so and received well over $1,000.00. From then 
on there was indescribable enthusiasm. The Ther- 
mometer rose rapidly. 


Mr. Le Tourneau was with us for the closing 
Saturday night, the Sunday morning service and 
the Sunday afternoon service. The interest in- 
creased. Rev. Jack McAlister spoke to a packed 
auditorium at 7 o’clock on Sunday evening. Scores 
upon scores were compelled to stand, unable to 
get seats. At the close of that service the Ther- 
mometer had been broken. Our goal had been 
$275,000.00, but the people gave $290,000.00. 
Hence the Choir sang The Hallelujah Chorus as 
the people stood, every face reflecting joy and 
gratitude to God. 
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At the 9 o’clock service hundreds were standing, 
after some 2,000 had been seated, and the en- 
thusiasm was indescribable. Finally we were able 
to announce that God had given us $300,500.00 
for Missions, the largest offering ever given in all 
the thirty years of The Peoples Church. To Him 
be the glory! 
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A TESTAMENT OF FAITH. G. Bromley Oxnam. 
Little, Brown & Company, Boston. $3.00. 


G. Bromley Oxnam is a well-known ecclesiastical 
leader. He is a former president of DePauw Uni- 
versity and has served as bishop in the Methodist 
Church for some years. At one time he was 
president of the Federal Council of Churches and 
one of the presidents of the World Council of 
Churches. 


In view of the high ecclesiastical positions held 
by the author, it is somewhat surprising to read on 
page 5 “I am not a theologian.” On page 8 again 
he says, “As I have said, I am not a theologian. 
That will soon be evident.” These are two of the 
truest statements made in the entire volume. This 
reviewer can find no fault with these confessions. 


The author entertains an impoverished conception 
of the Old Testament. He affirms that the writers 
had limited notions of God held by men in primi- 
tive days. He says, “In the beginning some men 
thought of God as a tribal diety. He was their god 
who when properly propitiated would strike down 
their enemies. There were other gods and some- 
times after defeat the people would turn to false 
dieties who had demonstrated their power in battle. 
The Bible records all this. A person who is still 
caught in the toils of a false understanding of the 
Bible will be unable to extricate himself. But a 
person who has discovered one of the key words 
in the interpretation of the Bible is soon freed. 
That word is ‘development.’ There was develop- 
ment in man’s understanding of God.” In the light 
of this notion the author criticizes the book of 
Exodus for affirming that God had something to do 
with the slaying of the first-born of the Egyptians 
because Pharaoh’s heart had been hardened. 


The bishop ridicules the idea of vicarious sacri- 
fice. On this subject he comments, “I have never 
been able to carry the idea of justice to the place 
where someone else can vicariously pay for what 
I have done in order to clean the slate. ‘Was his 
payment one that satisfies the demands of the 
bookkeeping deity for all time? Past sins and all 
future sins, too? Is it thus that God is reconciled?’ 
God is just. I believe that. But God is love. I 
know that. When the prodigal son came home it 
was love that compelled the father to rush down 
the road to receive that wayward boy to his heart. 
There was nothing there of payment for the sub- 
stance spent in riotous living.” 


The bishop believes that the idea of the atone- 
ment comes from monarchy and feudalism and 
that’s why there have been sacrifices from sheep 
and goats to human beings. Thus we see further 
evidence that the bishop was a truthful man when 
he said he was not a theologian. 


The author denies that a curse is upon man 
because of the sin of the first man. He said that 
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to him this is an immoral absurdity. He writes, 
“| am not responsible personally for Adam’s sin 
or for Cain’s murder.” Following this the author 
argues that Christ did not die upon the cross to 
satisfy God’s justice. On this subject he says, “It 
simply does not make sense to me. It is rather 
an offense. It offends my moral sense.” Advancing 
his argument he writes, “But must God have a 
sacrifice, the Lamb slain from the beginning of 
the foundation of the world, as the Book says? 
No, no, I cannot think of it this way . . . His right- 
eousness does not demand dollars, or goats, or even 
the death of His dear Son, except as that death 
is the occasion of my changed heart.” Thus we 
see the bishop has abandoned the very heart of 
the Christian faith and feels that he is a superior 
moral being for having so done. 


In the chapter of The Church, the bishop would 
like to impress us with his magnanimity and broad 
mindedness. Here he writes, “It would be for me 
a sacred and heart-warming moment to have the 
hands of Harry Emerson Fosdick placed upon my 
head and the independence of the Baptist tradition 
symbolically passed to me.” 


In the chapter on the Forgiveness of Sins, the 
bishop tells us that modern man rejects the dualism 
of yesterday, repudiates the idea of Satan and 
therefore discards theories that assume heavenly 
warfare in which God and the devil are engaged. 
One is to infer from this that modern man has 
rendered us a great favor in this rejection. In this 
same chapter the author criticizes the substitu- 
tionary doctrine of the atonement as being “to me 
immoral.” He continues, “I cannot see forgive- 
ness as predicated upon the act of someone else. 
It is my sin. I must atone.” After reading such 
statements as these one cannot help asking if a 
bishop in a Christian church is expected to believe 
Christianity. In these blasphemous denials we see 
— rejecting the very ground of our Christian 
ope. 

To the bishop anything that is “legalistic” is 
pagan. Any concept of the atonement that is legal 
is anathema to him. From all evidence he seems to 
prefer an illegal arrangement and approach to 
forgiveness instead of the legal one involved in 
the atonement. 


Like a number of modern preachers the bishop 
says, “I simply cannot reconcile the conception 
of hell with the God of love.” As a result of this 
he is in favor of universalism. 


Although the bishop cannot believe the funda- 
mental tenets of Christianity he finds no diffi- 
culty in his last chapter in saying, “I believe in 
man.” He affirms that all men are brothers 
whether they accept Christ or not. He ridicules 
the idea of adoption. He seems to be impressed 
_— of all with “Man is endowed with regal dig- 
ni we 

The great weakness of this book is that the 
author becomes his own authority and the Bible 
is rejected as an authority. The supreme question 
in the author’s mind is not “What does the Bible 
teach?” but “What do I think?” 

Instead of labeling this volume “A Testament of 
Faith”, it would be more accurate to call it “A 
Rejection of the Christian Faith.” This book robs 
man of his only hope, leaves him no ground for 
comfort and the best it has to offer is that man 
_ stand on his own feet and atone for his own 
ins, 


John R. Richardson 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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THE CONFLICT WITH ROME. G. C. Ber- 
kouwer. Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing 
Company. $5.95. 


At a time when Reformation Protestantism is 
having difficulty in making progress, it is ap- 
propriate that we listen to an authentic spokes- 
man of historic Protestantism like G. C. Ber- 
kouwer. One of the valuable features of this 
book is that Berkouwer protests against the iden- 
tification of Protestant theology with the liberal 
theology which would not only reject the authority 
of the Roman Catholic church but which also 
reject the authority of Holy Scripture upon which 
the Reformation was based. 


Dr. Berkouwer clearly sets for the the real 
issues of the Reformation in a manner which is 
both illuminating and stimulating to all Chris- 
tians. The author shows how it is necessary to 
give constant and serious attention to the basis 
and structure of the Roman Catholic Church. He 
is concerned with Rome’s claim that it is the 
only church, a claim which is of a religious char- 
acter. Serious reflection is imperative when one 
is confronted by the powerful and impressive 
world-wide phenomenon of the Roman Catholic 
Church. 


We are reminded in this volume that many of 
the same conflicts that existed in the 16th cen- 
tury continue to exist in the 20th century. Rome 
does not show the least mitigation of its absolutist 
view. Rome would have to belie its own character 
if it were to tolerate such mitigation. We are 
reminded that “the official pronouncements against 
the Reformation by the Council of Trent in the 
16th Century are still in full effect. The doctrine 
of infallible authority is above change and secular 
confusion, and cannot renounce its claims. Rome 
here confronts us with a direct judgment of faith 
that forms the unalterable background of every 
discussion.” 


In the 9 chapters in this volume, Dr. Berkouwer 
comes to grips with such subjects as The Pre- 
tended Authority of Rome, The Church and 
Heresy, The Guilt of the Church, The Conflict 
of Grace, The Problem of the Assurance of Sal- 
vation, The Place of Mary in Christianity, The 
Communion of Saints, The Incarnation and Ca- 
tholicism, and Existing Confusion and the Future. 


This volume is full of great insights. For ex- 
ample we read, “It can hardly be denied, there- 
fore, that this so-called Neo-Protestantism in all 
its ramifications has considerably strengthened 
Rome’s self-respect in its pretensions to being the 
true Ecclesia. For in the light of the gospel it 
is not possible to operate against Rome with such 
simplistic schemes as ‘objective-sub*~ tive‘ and 
‘authority and freedom.’ ” 


This volume is marked by a remarkable sense 
of fairness, lucidity, calmness and logic and should 
be of real value to students of theology and church 
history. All who have profited by Berkouwer’s 
former volumes will not be disappointed with this 
one. —J.R.R. 





THE PASTORAL EPISTLES. Donald Guthrie. 
Eerdman’s. $3.00. 


The Tyndale New Testament Commentaries, 
edited by Dr. R. V. G. Tasker, seek to avoid the 
extremes of being unduly technical or unhelpfully 
brief. The aim is to place in the hands of students 
and serious readers of the New Testament com- 
mentaries that will be primarily exegetical and 
secondarily homiletic and at the same time pro- 
mote a truly Biblical theology. Critical questions 
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are fully considered in the introductory sections 
in this volume. 


The commentaries are based on the King James 
version though the commentator does not consider 
any one translation as infallible. Greek words 
are transliterated to help those unfamiliar with 
the language and to save those who do not know 
Greek the trouble of discovering what word is 
being discussed. 


Dr. Guthrie examines all the major objections to 
the Pauline authorship of the Pastoral Epistles 
and after assessing them comes to the conclu- 
sion that the Pauline authorship should be ac- 
cepted by Christians as the best of all possible 
solutions to the problem. He points out “that 
Paul himself was the author is supported by the 
salutation in each of the Pastorals and by the 
undisputed testimony of the church. While there 
are undoubted difficulties in such a view there 
are none which make it impossible.” 


This volume clearly shows that although Paul’s 
Pastorals are directed to meet the contemporary 
situation in his closing days, they are still rele- 
vant to our modern age. The need for wise deal- 
ing with questions of church arrangements and 
Christian discipline is ever present and these Epis- 
tles have constantly supplied Christian leaders 
with sober, practical advice in these matters. 


As we follow the author in this commentary 
the diligent student will not only find himself 
grappling with the practical problems of a devel- 
oping church, but will find his soul enriched by 
many flashes of doctrinal insight. 


—J.R.R. 





RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN ROMAN CATH- 
ense THOUGHT. C. C. Berkouwer. Eerdman’s. 
1.50. 


In this discussion of contemporary develop- 
ments in Roman Catholicism Dr. Berkouwer does 
not lose sight of its continuity. He reminds us 
that 19th century Modernism tried to bring about 
an actual change with regard to certain parts of 
the doctrine of the Roman Catholic Church but 
this Modernism was ceremoniously rejected. The 
unchangeability of the Roman Church had been 
severely challenged but the Church maintained 
the great fundamental lines of its existence. The 
author, therefore, speaks about change in direct 
relationship to the unchangeability which is as 


it were symbolized in the single papal authority 
in Rome. 


Throughout the volume Dr. Berkouwer refuses to 
adopt a negative attitude or a barren anti-papism. 
He realizes that the name Reformation signifies 
far more than Protestantism. He rightly main- 
tains that every protest against the Roman Cath- 
olic Church must be based upon the Word of God 
which only is capable of resisting the assumption 
of the Roman Catholic Church that it is the only 
and true church of Christ. All who desire to un- 
derstand Roman Catholicism in our time we un- 
hesitatingly commend this volume. 


—J.R.R. 





THE SECOND EPISTLE OF PAUL TO THE 
CORINTHIANS. R. V. G. Tasker. Eerdman’s. 
$3.00. 


Dr. Tasker has been associated with King’s 
College, University of London since 1926. Since 
1936 he has been professor of New Testament 
Exegesis there. He is well-prepared to give us 
an excellent commentary on II Corinthians. He 
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is prepared intellectually and also temperamental- 
ly. He is able to enter into the heart and the 
feelings of Paul in this intensely personal and 
most moving document. He is sensitive to the 
quick-beating pulse of its writer. 


The author has been mainly concerned in this 
volume to elucidate the text so that the reader 
may be able to enter more fully into the apostle’s 
thought. Dr. Tasker believes that the theological 
emphasis of this Epistle may truly be said to be 
upon the constraining love of Christ, whose grace 
was shown in His becoming poor for our sakes and 
His being made sin that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him. He shows that to 
enter into the heart of Paul is to know Christ 
and the power of His resurrection. This com- 
mentary is well adapted to enable the reader to 
understand the individual verses of this Epistle 
and to grasp fresh insights into the truths Paul 
sets forth. This commentary is worthy to stand 
beside the best-written on this Epistle. at 





LOVE, SKILL AND MYSTERY. Theodor Bovet. 
Doubleday and Company. $3.50. 


Theodor Bovet is a Swiss physician who has 
become one of Europe’s most highly regarded 
marriage counsellors. Trained as a nerve special- 
ist he brings to the field a wide comprehension 
of modern psychology as well as religious faith. 
This volume was widely accepted in Europe and 
over 100,000 copies were sold before it was trans- 
lated into English. 


The thesis presented in this book is that love 
should govern the whole field of sexuality and 
that God should govern the whole field of love. 
The author writes so that the ordinary man and 
woman can understand what he is trying to say. 


A volume of this kind naturally deals with cer- 
tain controversial subjects and all readers will 
not be in entire agreement with every viewpoint 
of the author. It can be said, however, that the 
author has written to present material that will 
help a marriage to be a success. Every minister 
knows that there is an urgent need for such ma- 
terial. 





ENTERED INTO REST. Vance Havner. Zon- 
dervan. $2.00. 


Dr. Havner has brought together in this volume 
12 sermons published heretofore in Christian mag- 
azines. The author writes with conviction and 
in an interesting style. Each message is thor- 
oughly Biblical and presented in an animated 
spirit. The author has remarkable insight into 
the heart of today’s problems and shows that the 
Bible still has the answer to these problems. 





SEVEN MINUTE STORIES FOR CHURCH AND 
HOME. Alice Geer Kelsey. Abingdon Press. $2.00. 


Here are 36 stories that will be of value to 
church workers, ministers, and parents who guide 
the Christian education of children in the Junior 
age group. Within these pages are stories which 
tell how some of the books of the New Testament 
came into being, how they have lived through 
the ages and how they will continue to live for 
all time. Included are stories for special occasions 
and stories based on Biblical texts. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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Plan Now to Attend— 


Conference on Reformed Theological Thought 
Sponsored By 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N.C. - Wednesday August 20, 1958 


—~<}_~>-- >_< 
— —— 


SUBJECTS TO BE PRESENTED 


The Reformed Doctrine of Christ’s Work in Glory 
By Dr. J. G. S. S. Thomson 


The Reformed Doctrine of The Holy Spirit 
By Dr. Wm. E. Hill, Jr. 











The Reformed Doctrine of Imputation 
By Dr. Floyd Hamilton 


Calvin’s Attitude on Tolerance and Intolerance 
By Dr. Wm. C. Robinson 


A Fresh Look at The Hypothesis of Evolution 
By Dr. Gordon H. Clark 


pp 
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MANY HAVE WRITTEN FOR RESERVATIONS 
May We Hear From You? 




















WHAT PRESBYTERIANS BELIEVE 
Tae CHRISTIAN Farr ACCORDING 


To Tue SHorter CATECHISM An Exposition of the 
By William Childs Robinson, D.D. Westminster Confession 


By Gordon H. Clark 
Booklet, 44 pages and cover, 25c per copy, 


$2.50 per dozen, or $20.00 per 100 copies, Single Copies $2.00 
— ay $15.00 per Dozen Postpaid 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Sent Free for One New Subscription to 
Weaverville .. North Carolina The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
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